
INWHICH A VOICE fRfOM THE
GPAVE NANS GUILTYMAN

OF PRECEDING

BHIy Foster reporter for the New York
Evening Wire was seat to a club to get
an interview with Acton Clough nephew-
of John B Clougb a multlmlllteBalre
financier Acton Clough who was an art
lat had recently exhibited a strange and

morbid painting called The
Snake in a Fifth avenue sallery Rumor

that the picture was based on a per-
sonal of the queer yeuas artist
while on his way to the club Foster pasted
the mansion of old John B Clwigh and
beard a woman scream with terror In the
house He rushed into the house and there
in the great library sat the multlmllltoH
alre tied to a chair with rawhide ropes
and a dagger was buried to hilt in hi
heart The Snake was opposite the dead
man and was slashed Into Foster
bribed a groom in the heuVe for photo-
graphs of the murdered millionaire and
others connected with the tragedy and
rushing to the nearest telephone reported-
the mystery to the Evening Wire office
which quickly printed the story and scored
a great beat on all the other New York
newspapers Marceila Vincent a beautiful
young newspaper writer was hesitating
whether to marry Billy or hie rival Philip
Holbrook a star reporter on the Evening
Budget When she saw Billys great beat
she wa on the point af deciding In his
favor

Foster magnanimously writes Marceila
that he will not claim her on the beat he
made as he believes the real beat will be
in first printing the name of the murderer
so th race between the two reporters goea
merrily on Henry Brewster another
nephew of the murdered millionaire who
had visited his uncle the fatal night and
who disappeared returns and in an inter
view accuses Acton Clough On his state
ment the latter is arrested Foster is con-

vinced that Acton is guilty and works
along those lines Holbrook takes the oppo-
site side and attempts to prove Clou eh-

inmirent A day or two later while Mar
ceila is in the district attorneys offlee
she picked up a knotted piece of string to
do up a package It came from the

mans house and the eflVctalu gave
her permission to take it Finally Hoi
br w k arranges for a personal interview
with Acton Clough

Hough tells him that Brtwstar the
milt man and olhroek believing Mat
proceeds to prove it shadows Drew
liter for days and with Bradley Sinclair
a friend he discovers valuable Information-
In a Broadway restaurant

CHAPTER V Contd
When he returned to the dining room

he found Brcwstec and his companion
with their heads cloie together ever their
cocktail glasses The conversation
ceased as he approached and placed
their oysters before them The ori
ental and his companion were languid
ly trifling with their roast Sinclair
motioned to Holbrook and ordered him
to bring some dish or other As he dW
so the reporter laid the note by Sin
clairs plate

The explorers eyebrows went up
but his face remained quite imper-
turbable and Phil again hastened re
joicingly to the kitchen When he re
turned he received another order
from Sinclair and as he removod the
explorers empty plate he saw a scrap
of paper in it Again he hurried to
the kitchen where he read this note

Dear Boy
I onvy you your adventure Im

eager to Join you Dont fall to me
tomorrow What the Chinamans visi
tor said In Chinese was roughly this
The name on the folds of the snake
was the name you thought And the
spMnx has revealed one of Its rid-

dles The Chinaman replied The
snake must speak again I shall meet
you at midnight in the secret shrine
Go now If these queer sentences
come Into your adventure my boy I
can tell you a thing or two about our
friend the Chinaman And look out
for him

HolbrooHs heart leaped
The name on the folds of the snake

By that must be meant the name of
Henry Brewster This Chinaman
must be the alleged Chinese artist
whose agent was Investigating the
picture of The Snake with the mi-
croscope Evidently he had discover-
ed its secret

But he did not seek the mystery of
its technical composition What in
terest had this Chinaman in the mat
ter And what was meant by other
riddles of the sphinx Evidently the
riddle revealed was the will And at
midnight there was to be a meeting
In the secret shrine Darker and
deeper grew the waters of this mys-
tery And Phils mind thrilled with
the zest of the adventure

When he returned to the dining
room Sinclair gave no slightest hint
that his waiter was of any interest to
him and Phil played his part with
care and attention The Chinaman
and his friend had finished their dinner
ifnd were now leisurely smoking ciga-

rettes and sipping coffee Sinclair and
his friends left the diningroom

Brewster and his companions-
were eating hastily and talking
earnestly in undertones

Philip on the watch with strained
attention saw that both the China
man and his companion looked from
time to time at Brewster and his
companions with keen scrutinizing-
eyes By and by Brewster finished
his dinner and paid his bill Holbrook
bowed obsequiously over the halfdol
lar coin Brewster handed him me
chanically as a tip but smiled to him-
self as h pocketed the coin apart
from other money He resolved to
keep that would be a souvenir-

f a curious adventure
Tie helped the men into their cloaks

then performed the shame service
for the Chinaman and his friend who
followed the Brewster party to the
street On his part Holbrook acted
quirky He out to a side
room which had been placed at his
disposal by Phllllpl and drew on a-

long light overcoat that completely
concealed his waiters dross

Then ho to tho street
Brrw ter and his party were just
moving aWRY in an automobile The
Chinaman and Isle friend wore enter-
ing a second automobile Philip Hol-
brook too had an automobile in
waiting

Tom he said to the chauffeur
Brewster In sight

The chauffeur one often employed
before by the and
linp d noiselessly along in the wake

rf the Chinamans car Phils car
had a closed body and for the next

minutes he occupied himself In so
changing his garb that In quick order
r had all the semblance of a man
about town

Tie three automobiles were directed
loan Fifth avenue and went at an
average of speed northward

Holbrooks chauffeur bent to the
open front of the tonneau

The think seems trying to draw
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abreast of Brewsters ear tIr Hol-

brook he said
All right Tom When he sets

near Brewster turn on the juice and
lot us try to see whats going on
answered the reporter

Tom grinned
Righto he said Say Mr Hoi

brook thats a dandy makeup you
nave If you hadnt spoken I would
never have known you But say if
the Chink quits trailing Brewster do
you want me to follow him or Brew
ster

The reporter hesitated a moment
I hardly know he said I very

much want to keep Brewster in sight
yet I always know where to pick him
up and I dont know where the China
man has his headquarters I guess
wed better trail the yellow man to
night Tom

All right said chauffeur And
snapped his lever The machine
made a quick dart forward

They were Just about at Forty
second street blocked by crosstown
traffic and all three of the machines
were obliged to stop The Chinamans-
car had drawn abreast of that in
which Brewster was and Tom stopped-
his machine In a relative position on
the other side

Holbrook all eyes and ears saw
Chinaman lean forward look intently-
at Brewster and say In perfect Eng
lishI want to tell you the name on the
folds of the snake I want to tell you
also Follow me

A ghastly pallor overspread Brew
sters face His lewor law dropped
muscles twitching and his eyes seem-
ed to protrude from their sockets
licked his dry and then said faint-
ly

Ill follow you
The block broke and the vehicles

on the Avenue moved forward again
Before they had fairly star J how-

ever a fourth motorcar steamed
slowly by the Chlnamans machhre
coming almost to a stop holbrook
phenomenally keensighted though-
he saw In the glare of the relight
on the street corner something white
tossed by the Chinaman into the car
which hail Just come Into the game
The chauffeur leaned down and picked
something from the floor

It might be a note with orders
thought the reporter Good Heavens
Haft this Chinaman a whole

at hi command I wish Id hail
Sinclair tell me more about this man

At any rate whether UK occupants
I ad received orders or not the new
ar shot forward then somewhat to

Holbrooks surprise turned suddenU
and came tearing back

As it camp nearer Holbrook heard a
sound of boisterous singing and laugh
ter coming from it and saw that It

was occupied by two young men in
evening drew who from their nol
demonstrations of atehollc enjoy-

ment seemed to have dined too well
One of the young men was driving

zigzagged murderously A thought
flashed Into the reporters mind and
he hastily spoke to his chauffeur

Look out for that car Tom
Idea they want to disable us Ah

He had spoken none too soon Tom
had gathered his meaning none too
adequately-

The next instant the fourth automo
bile came skidding across the pave-

ment blundering In their direction
Tom with quick nerve Jerked
wheel round till his car nearly
up on the sidewalk Only thus did
he avert a collision which must have
Inevitably have wrecked both ma
chines

Profuse apologies poured from the
lips of the seemingly Intoxicated men
Tom rated them soundly and Itched
for a light but Holbrook ordered him
to go on In the pursuit of the other
cars which had gained considerably
through what Holbrook was sure was-

a premeditated accident
They darted along The fourth car

after uncertain motions continued on
Its course downtown

They probably dont dare to risk-
a direct attack said Holbrook-

The pirates exclaimed Tom I
wish I had my big car here Id give
em a run for their money in the
Wrecking game

An they sped along In the wake of
the other cars Holbrook was doing
some anxious thinking

The Chinaman knew that he was be-

ing trailed and would not in all
probability go directly to hlr rendez-

vous Still counting upon the cer-

tainty that his shadowcr could not
witness the Interview he might do
so So Holbrook resolved to keep up

the chase
It did not last much longer TheChlna

mans car followed by Brewstera
turned down a side street in the Nine-

ties and stopped before a dark house In

the middle of the block Holbrook
checked his car at the corner

Looking out he saw the four men
aUght from their machine The next
minute the Chinaman and Brewster
entered the house together while the
other men returned to their cars
which stayed in front of the house

Move along a few feet so the ma
chino wont be in sight from the
street Tom said Holbrook

This was done and Holbrook
jumped out-

Stay here he said Ill have a
closer look at tjiat house

He moving back toward tho cor
ner when suddenly his name was
called A hansom cab stopped at the
curb and Sinclair jumped out

Just the man I want to see said
Holbrook

Just the man that I want to see
exclaimed the Orientalist

Whats In the wind Holbrook he
asked eagerly

Our Chinese friend has entered a
house down this street with Henry
Brewst the nephew of Jphn B
Clough the murdered millionaire-
said Holbrook I am investigating-
that crime and this is a puzzler

And do you want to enter that
house and see what is going on ask
ed Sinclair peering Into Holbrooks
face

Oh but dont I Just cried Hol-
brook

All right said the explorer turn-
ing away come with me and I think
I can take you In But first have
you a revolver
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No I havent said
Then Ill let you one s a

rather dangerous place my young
friend said the othor gravely

Though its in the heart of fashion-
able New York I know of much safer

the heart of a fanatic East-
ern city than this dark house But
come along Ill tell you more when
we get out of the street

Sinclair dismissed life cab and led the
way rapidly Fifth avenue tilt
they came to the block above the street
where the dark house stood In the
middle of the block he turned in a
house opened the door with a latch-
key and switched on an electric light
disclosing c long hallway in which
were stands of curious Bastorn arms
Turkish hangings and other souvenirs-
of his travels

He led the way to the second floor
and Into a big room fitted as a library
From this toward tho back of tho
house opened a long gallery evidently
a laboratory where Sinclair whose

Holbrook
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chronic complaint that ordinary
life bored him to extinction car-
ried on various singular chemical ex-
periments during the tithe tee
not filling i to overflowing with many
strange interests and adventures Hol-
brook used Jestingly to tell Mm that
he was a medieval alchemist and ex
plorer born ten centuries out af Ms
time

Sinclair threw off his Inverness
opened a polished geode case took
from a cabinet a couple of r v var
and handed one to Holbrook at the
same time thrusing another into his
own pocket

Holbrook was all impatience to go
but Sinclair seemed in no hurry He
produced some cigarettes and offering-
one to the reporter said

Sit down a minute while we clear
the air a bit

First let me tell you something of
our Chinese friend He goes by the
name of Dr Ling Too but that is
only of a score of his names I
heard of him first in India where he
was concerned In a very seat series
of Jewel robberies by which he profit-
ed enormously and from the conse-
quences of which he very cleverly
escaped-

He is a man of wonderful personal
attainments and has also perfected a-

very fine organization of criminals
comprising clever scoundrels of many
nationalities whom he absolutely
dominates He has agents in all
big cities Head waiters in club and
restaurants bell boys in hotels ser-
vants in consulates humble laundry-
men in Chinese laundries policemen-
men in has men and women
of all grades of life attached to his
service by one string or another

Moreover hes tho head of
occult society by means of which he
systematically plunders many silly
but rich American women who seek
for new sensations In outoftheway
cults such as mesmerism magic and
the socalled black art of the East
The house In the next street to the
headquarters of this cult

Now while Its a swindle it also
contains many of the most interesting
and ancient rituals of the Far East
matters which never before have been
revealed outside of the mysterious
temples of the Orient And many of
these mysteries are not shown to the
ordinary dupes brought into the house
in the next street but are kept for a
darker purpose I believe that is for
thrt terrifying of victims in order to
bring them bodily and mentally under
the control of Dr Ling Foe

I discovered something of what was
going on in this house nearly a year
ago and resolved to make some tnvesti
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gallons being much interested as
you are aware in the occult rituals
and folklore of Ute And I have
spent money on my hobby too
have my own way for penetrating into
Ling Foossoorot shrine

The secret shrine exclaimed Hol
brook That Ss whore Ji Is to meet
the man who spoke te him In the roe
tftMrant at midnight

Yes Perhaps we will there too
Now tell me something of yOW Interest
in Dr Ling Foo

What I say now are merely my
own opinions and in strict confidence
said Holbrook Im investigating the
Clough murder mystery I suspect
Henry Brewster of being the murder-
er In some manner Ling Pee has
also come to suspect him he known
that Brewsters name was painted
microscopically small letters on the
row of the snake in that awful pic-
ture which war found m doughs
room cut to nbonn And so I am
very curious what Ling Fm
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was vtelMe H eagerly put hi
ci se to a carefully arranged peephole
and loekbd down

Beyond large room en
tile were rich y tew dras ne v

draperies hung with JaW es
masks and strange scrolls ion couches
and rugs scattered ewer
tfee tiled floor In the of
room was a tthrfoalike structure e
copper r red metal which N e
a statue of black stone of iinteecrlbafele-
deelgn a monstrous parody of the
human body Dim Hgbts
threw metal lantants land an
f exotic Incense crept te Holbreekft

nostrils
Almost directly m trap f his hWlnp

piece before the afcrine Ute hideous
MM stood Dr Lt r Fe sad hoary
Breweter

Heard say
AM tIM to very attaint Dr Feo

but I did not come here to leek over
your cuckMiticw What Is your t-
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Profuse apolegies poured from the lips ef the staaiagly intoxicated men

has fee tq Henry Brewster and
Brewster to Lin Foe

Sinclair whnkled softly TiteR
and disappeared Into aaether

room for a moment and returned with
twe pairs of felt slippers Beth met
denned them after which the

turned out the light sad led the
way te the gallery

Going to the wall he touched a
spring and drew back a hinged per
then ef the paneling Behind was a
small house elevator Into this he
drew the reporter and they slowly
sank down a long black shaft Final-
ly the elevator Jarred slightly and
came to a stop Holbrook heard the
clicking ef a spring felt a draft oC

heavy air then with Sinclair grasping
his hands stepped out into the

By stretching out his Hands the re
porter discovered that they were in a
narrow passageway The air was
thick and Hfeleas and the walls and
floor slightly moist

Presently he felt the pressure of Sin
clairs hand drawing Him into a side
passageway then tHey ascended a
short night of stairs arid came up on
a shaft barely as wide as a mans
body A ladder the rungs of which
were covered with felt was fastened
to the wall Up this they cimbed
until Sinclair gave a faint signal to
stop Presently he found Sinclairs
hand en his shoulder Holbrook
straining to listen heard him whisper

When up three rungs
higher youll tine yourself able to look
through a crevlci into the room

and also able to hear what is
said if the voices are not pitched in
too low a key I shall be at a similar
peephole higher u If it is neces-
sary I have moans to permit our en
trance into the room but we will be
guided by what is going on For your
lifes no noise

Thrilled to the core of his heart Hol
brook cautiously crept np the ladder
until suddenly a glimmer of dim tight
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Tn yevng daymans woke was
hearse with suppressed rage sad

fear sounded m his
tones

The Chinamans smooth votee
I realize yew Impatience Mr

Brewster sad I must ask your par
naMHty te refrain frets

wasting your time y showing
my few poor treasurers My bobby
you see Mr Brewster my Hobby
But now as you say let us get down
to b r miss

He paused Brewster leaned toward
Mm His face pale his features work-
ing He was evidently laboring under
Intense agitation Helbroek strained
his ears

Neil asked Brewster
Well It is this way Mr Brewster

continued the Chinaman suavely As
It happens I have what you might
term a very complete detective ser
vice at my disposal not that I am a
champion of ordinary laws Mr
Browster Oh dear me net at all

But I find that in my of busi-
ness which Ill not enlarge upon at
the present a system of export trac
ers of the lives and doings ef my pee
sible customers very uacul Now
my attention long ae directed
toward you Mr Brewster

Damn your cried Brewster fierce-
ly moving toward the Chinaman
what right

That Tvlll do cried the Chinaman
la quite another voice stern and per-
emptory And stop where you are
See It wouid be wiser

He had touched a bell with his
at the instant of Brewsters

movement and instantly at least six
or eight men bad suddenly and silent-
ly appeared from behind the yellow
hangings to disappear again at a
gesture frou Ling Woo

Let us continue the conversation
sold Foo la his former tone

Brewster sank down upon a couch
and glowered moodily at Me t or
rorator-

My attention was directed toward
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are e

ir may
yea

Is
was

Ping r

den

line

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

THE WASHINGTON TIMES MAGAZINE

u i rtrw ter nd 1 found your
career interesting I found that
you quite a little organtaa-
tta af your OWB I also found that

you directes tad fire aa-

HtackMallera eoneeajunnt itpon varieu-
ttttte actfjMi ef your younger days
when you were pranged for money
and fcjtxtwMi to centmuo your own
mode of life

I admired the way in which you
mustered dWteutty bjr Jotnnig
with these mea and after a ward Mttte-
UM by becontlnc their real bead
tlHM turning to r a4hrantaa
what had ortojtaJtHy used agateat
you In plain terms a I understand
It Mr Brewater your posltloa in so-
ciety allowed you to team many

rich men and women
which you could make ample of-
m a way that would leave you com-
paratively troth n pHcation
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know as I know
oM nMui peeks peae

after a tIMe stoat of the nys
And yen know

Hoary Brewater o the tOMe of the
snake bjr which h synoeMaed the
soul of crime and evil

I know as how the
wile cease to he within the sphinx
how the rawhide lariat sad the Mex-
ican dagger CAMe wttMa the death
chamber And I know a you know
that though Acton Cloueh did not

Mirin hte He will go to tin
electric cfcalr for that crime

Now when this Is consummated
nice fifty moons of dollars

writ fall to the share of Henry Brews
ter nty charming companion I Mr
firewater desire my share of those

I know something further
which you do not Know

Brewster lifted his head and stared-
at the Chinaimm

I know Mr Brewster that John
B Ctooaii lived for some considerable
time after the Mexican dagger
thrust late his breast sad that al-

though no writing materials were left
within Ms reach and although be
was gagged the old saaa left a mes-
sage for the world In which he de-

clared who ktttod
What shouted Brewster leaping
his feet

That message bearing the name of
his murderer your uncle left te such a
manner that It was found aad exists
today n can be brought forward to
declare the name ef the murderer ef
the millionaire

Te Holbrook though not unprepared
for them Brewsters next words came
a a shock

And do you mans te intimate that
my name Is mentioned ki that mes-
sage Browator cetod That cant
beThe Cfrmaman smiled serenely

I believe I know wheee name is
mentioned m the message he
And Mr Brewster no matter whose
the name surely it to clear that if it
Is not Acton doughs name He win be
freed thus depriving you of Half your
fortune It is Quite plate therefore

net that the message left by your
undo muse come bite our possession
and must be destroyed so that your
uncles wealth may descend to you
and Incidentally In part to me

There was a silence and then Brew
Met said

Tee eertalaly If what you say Is
tree that i the case How can we
hot this message WHt kind of mes-
sage was it What terms do you pro-
pose to a e

The CMoaraan coolly and audacious-
ly d

1 wiJ t half ef your uncles fortune
mtlllona
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Hat at all It te tbator ruin for

waver TsU me

have the
wile

r r Heard Ung Poe reply
This aMaaage IS now In poaaea
a H B4rer for the T e ain Bsnli

PWUp Uoibroefc H tarns rm Mm
we k I have already be
J9M oaemttoa te that end

H alb re on drew a
So the CUaaawui to h-

Brewater The message left by
B Cteua in my po seaa oa indeed I

M JT i it were

Mr Bewster that I learned that

I hardly
think that he knows himself that he
bas It Bat an exercise of

Yes said Brewatcr I see ni
other But xt of all
what this message to-

Thfe was also the great aaearten vl
He

eagerly bent forward to hoar the re
ply The earnest way te which the
rtoteemut Had lat spoken had made
Holbrook doubt his opinioa of Ling
Foes veracity He wondered If after
all the real clue lay ta his possession
without ids knowledge of that fact

when starttegly and abruptly arrrveU-
i e Unexpected the happening wb u
hanged the situation te a hash
Bradley eclair ch j gteg his

Sea the darkness tHrouH some
mischance slipped OH the leader

tteundoring down on Hoibrooics-
shouidcrg The reporter lost his h i

together the two watchers f
their Hands and feet striking violenly
against the prtiUoe By good f r
tune they did not fall complete
however but they both manage to re-
gain a hold rA he ladder said thu
lessen their fall
they drag u the rungs breathless
and angry then above they
heard a eeametioR the sounds of ex-

cited voices is the secret shrine ana
1 thundering of Heavy Mows against
the

Ok confound the luck xreacei-
StoeteJr Its aM up with na m

Lets get out of this a-

vetver bandy
They began a hurried descent of

ladder
Meanwhile la the secret a

dozen men led by Brewster and Ling
Foe were Hreaklag through the Wal
with axes and knives and etebe

At the Ant sound of the noise within
the rartkioo the Chtoanmn hai
leaped late frenzied life and motion

WeTe been spied upon he
to Brewster This may metal death
and ruts to us both

lowers had thronged into the room
Down with this partition There

are spies behind it Some of you For
tescue Ah Ling Lnbiaae sad Sage
run to the street Tell Martteettf who
is ta say metercar how the matter
stands Surround the whole Week gt
to Jhe Houses on either side and in th

Mock back of this home and
It you can catch tbeee mea Wave
got to have them Then everybody
must leave this place and meet at the
desk readervow

Under the united assaults of Ling
Fees men the waH was cpitckly torn
away A light was wed th
Hole completely nfuratnatlag the
and revealing Sinclair and Holbrook
who were searing the bottom

Crash A shot and another and
another

But the two ra s kept G-
OBrewster squeezed through the

n4 arted down the lad-
der ater him came Ling Too why
was feltowxi by several of his gang

In the dark depths of th excava-
tion in the passage leading to the

a battle of revolvers woo
The s lp arc js smoke half suffo-

cated the The reports
crashed lute thunder in the narrow
space and the flashes came like light-
ning at night

Sinclair and the reporter however
reached the elevator ahead ef their
pursuers stemmed the door of the
cage almost la their faces firing as
they Hd so As the car rose th
scream of a man rang in
their ears

Sinclair ran rapidly through up-

stairs gallery thence through the li-

brary ia front and peered through a
window Three men In evening dear
came running from Fifth avenue to
ward the house

Oo with your bat aad cloak and
shoes he panted te Holbrook The re-
porter obeyed

NoW for the roof
Sinclair led the way to the roof and

across the house tops almost to the
the block Here fee tapped on a

scuttle which after a while was open

servant
This te tho Oriental Club a very

sxaaH and rather exclusive place for
men of a certain clique said Sinclair
Theyre used to my nocturnal visits

from the houseroofs Here we st
safe Lets get a drink and sit down a-

while And do you know Holbrook-
I hardly think it would be safe for
you to pass this or any night alone in
your rooms Youre due to receive a
visit from oar friend Ling Fort or one
of his men

That seems probable said Hol-
brook TH consider the situation But
first If I may use your club telephone-
I Least call a number or so you
pardon if I leave you for a few
minutes

Surely
The reporter hastened to the tele-

phone booth and up Marcellr
who when she heart hIs

voice seemed than usually glad
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